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under subjects in order to illustrate social history.1 The
development of Scottish trade and manufactures during
the seventeenth century is now being investigated with
great thoroughness,2 All these various contributions to
the national history have made it possible ' to relate the
history of the people as well as the government \ as Mac-
aulay wished to do.
This history of the government of Scotland has also
been made clearer. Macaulay's account of it is vague and
rhetorical. In chapter iv he tells us that the legislature of
Scotland ' was as obsequious as those provincial Estates
which Lewis the Fourteenth still suffered to play at some
of their ancient functions in Brittany and Burgundy ',
that 4" none but an Episcopalian could sit in the Scottish
Parliament, or could even vote for a member', and that it
could " pass no law which had not been previously ap-
proved by a committee of courtiers '.8 Of the composition
and powers of this legislature, either before or after the
Revolution of 1688, no precise account is given. Mac-
aulay mentions the abolition of the Lords of the Articles,
but does not explain the magnitude of the change which
the Revolution made in the position of the Scottish Parlia-
ment.4 William's difficulty in governing Scotland was
caused by the fact that he had to deal with an assembly
which was no longer subservient to the Crown, but almost
as independent as an English Parliament.5 And the
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